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to a hospital in El Monte with flu
symptoms, including flu, fever, conges-
tion, and cough. She was sent away
with cough syrup. Days later, Monica
was admitted into intensive care, but
it was too late, and Monica passed
away on October 25 due to complica-
tions from the HIN1 virus.

Monica was a pregnant woman with
flu-like symptoms that should have set
off alarm bells. Despite multiple visits
to the hospital, she was denied treat-
ment that could have saved her life.
The Centers for Disease Control issued
guidelines for health care providers
that said, ‘“‘Pregnant women are at
higher risk for severe complications
and death from influenza, including
both 2009 HIN1 influenza and seasonal
influenza.” If the El Monte hospital
had followed these guidelines, her trag-
ic death could have been avoided. Her
husband, Jorge Gonzalez, wants others
to know about his wife’s death so that
they can receive proper care.

In memory of Monica Rodriguez, 1
will introduce a resolution alerting
people so no other person will need-
lessly die in this manner.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE 2009 EDINA
GIRLS TENNIS TEAM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Madam Speaker, I
rise to pay tribute to the Edina High
School girls tennis team who won the
Minnesota 2-A State Championship
just last week. Their final victory, a 6-
1 triumph over a strong Elk River
team, continued a string of dominance
by the Edina program that has clearly
become one of the most successful high
school athletic programs in the entire
State of Minnesota.

The Hornets’ victory marked the 13th
consecutive State tennis champion-
ship, a streak in which Edina has im-
pressively won 248 of their past 249 dual
matches. Led by coach Steve Paulsen,
the Hornets finished the 2009 season
with a record of 24-0 in dual matches.

To all of the student athletes, to the
coaches and the parents, I offer my
congratulations on a great accomplish-
ment and for an impressive run of
championships that is truly a tribute
to everyone involved. The streak is
still alive, and I am proud to represent
a school and athletics program with
such a longstanding commitment to
success.

———

BRANDON’S LAW

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Brandon
Ballard of Taylor Ridge, Illinois, and to
support testicular cancer education,
the best medicine to fight the most
common cancer in young men.

Madam Speaker, Brandon Ballard
was a star high school basketball play-
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er with a champion’s heart. Although
Brandon had been active in sports and
had annual physical exams, his cancer
went undetected for 2 years. During his
illness, Brandon dedicated himself to
raising awareness about the warning
signs of testicular cancer. One year ago
this month, Brandon lost a hard-fought
battle with testicular cancer at the
young age of 19.

Madam Speaker, I stand here today
not only to share with you Brandon’s
story but to recognize the efforts of
Jim and Kristen Ballard to carry on
Brandon’s work. With the support of
Senator Mike Jacobs, the Ballards lob-
bied the State assembly to require
health classes to teach the signs and
symptoms of testicular cancer and en-
courage screenings of male athletes. I
am proud to say that their hard work
paid off in August when Governor Pat
Quinn signed Brandon’s Law.

Madam Speaker, I commend the
Ballard family for turning the tragic
loss of their son into an opportunity to
save the lives of young men.

——————

AMERICANS OPPOSE SANCTUARY
CITIES

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, a recent Rasmussen Report shows
that 68 percent of U.S. voters oppose
the creation of sanctuary cities that
give safe haven to illegal immigrants.
And by a 52 margin, voters say sanc-
tuary policies that protect illegal im-
migrants lead to an increase in crime.

Not only are sanctuary cities un-
popular, they are illegal. They are spe-
cifically prohibited in the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996. But the Obama ad-
ministration has not held any jurisdic-
tions that adopt and maintain sanc-
tuary policies responsible.

It’s no wonder that a recent CNN/
Opinion Research poll found that 58
percent of respondents disapproved of
the President’s handling of illegal im-
migration while only 36 percent ap-
prove. And his poll numbers aren’t
going to be helped if taxpayers sub-
sidize illegal immigrants in the health
care bill that we are considering this
week.

Rather than flout the will of the
American people, the White House
should heed their advice and enforce
our Nation’s immigration laws.

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM IS GOOD
FOR AMERICA

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this
weekend this House will be the scene of
a debate on the most important bill
that has faced this Congress and this
country since 1965, and that is health
care, putting out country on a path
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where it should have been in the 20th
century but catching up. The AARP
has recently endorsed the bill because
they know that it helps senior citizens.
It will guarantee that the rates don’t
go up and the doughnut hole will be
closed.

My local alternative paper, the Mem-
phis Flyer, had a feature story, Young
People and Health Insurance. Most
young people don’t have health insur-
ance. They think they’re invincible,
they don’t necessarily have jobs, and
they can’t stay on their parents’ pol-
icy. When this bill passes, Madam
Speaker, young people will be able to
stay on their parents’ health insurance
policies until they’re 27, filling a great
void. Most parents don’t like the idea
of their children not having health in-
surance.

This will help the young and the old.
It will help all of America. It is, indeed,
America’s bill. I will proudly vote for
it.

——
J 1815
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DAHLKEMPER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———
TAX TAX TAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
there are brand new ways to tax people
in this Federal health care bill. Ac-
cording to the Americans for Tax Re-
form, these new health care taxes will
affect everyone. There are at least $700
billion in taxes in this takeover. It
taxes small businesses; it taxes individ-
uals.

For the first time in history, Con-
gress is going to require individuals to
buy something. If this health care bill
passes, citizens will be required to buy
government-approved health insurance.
If they don’t buy that government-ap-
proved health insurance, they are
going to have to pay a criminal fine.
That violates the Fifth Amendment of
the United States Constitution, the
due process clause.

If someone owns a small business,
they will be required to pay about
three-quarters of the cost of health in-
surance for their employees, whether
they can afford it or not. Employees
would be required to pay the rest of the
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